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PLANNING REF:  0502/23/AGR 

 

DESCRIPTION:  Application to determine if prior approval is required for an agricultural storage building 

for storing grain, seed and fertilisers 32m x 18.28m x 9.06m height to ridge 

 

ADDRESS: Rickham Farm East Portlemouth Salcombe TQ8 8PQ 

 

 22nd July 2023 

 

LETTER OF OBJECTION FROM THE SOUTH HAMS SOCIETY 

The South Hams Society interest 

For the last 60 years, the South Hams Society has been stimulating public interest and care for the 

beauty, history and character of the South Hams. We encourage high standards of planning and 

architecture that respect the character of the area. We aim to secure the protection and improvement 

of the landscape, features of historic interest and public amenity and to promote the conservation of 

the South Hams as a living, working environment.  We take the South Devon Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty very seriously and work hard to increase people's knowledge and appreciation of our 

precious environment. We support the right development - in the right places - and oppose 

inappropriate development. 

The South Hams Society is objecting to this planning application. 

The Society believes this proposed development fails to comply with the description of permitted 

development as set out by Schedule 2, Part 6, Class A of the GPDO. 

The proposal does not include a suitable plan of the whole site.  However the area of the proposed barn 

is recorded as 32m x 18.28m, or just under 585 m2. 

Although not mentioned by the applicant, a new track and hardstanding will clearly be required – the 

site plan leads us to that conclusion. 

We have measured the area from the site plan and we consider the total area of the development will 

be in excess of 1800 m2. 

To support the Society’s opinion we refer the local planning authority to the Planning Inspectorate 

appeal Ref: APP/X1925/W/20/3256050. 
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The submitted site plan shows the boundary of the development and it is noted that ground levels are 

changing.  We believe the access track and area surrounding the barn will be concrete and would lead to 

the development failing to comply with permitted development rights.   

 

 

 

The Society is also concerned that the location chosen is at the highest point on the peninsula east of 

the Salcombe to Kingsbridge estuary at 134 metres.  The class ‘C’ road network in this area to the south 

of the A379 is unsuitable for the intended vehicles, and such vehicles are degrading the South Devon 

Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’s narrow lane hedgerows.  

For and on behalf of the South Hams Society  

Richard Howell  

Chairman.  


